Nelson County Master Gardeners Association

December - Tips and Tasks

Top Priorities

» Protect Delicate Plants
o Shield sensitive plants from freezing temperatures by
covering them with frost cloth or burlap. This is crucial
for maintaining their health during winter.
o Check on your tubers, if you are storing these over the
winter. Move sprouting tubers to a cooler spot. Pack with
peat moss to provide moisture.

e Winter Watering
o Water evergreens, especially if there's a dry spell.
Hydrated plants are more resilient to winter stress.

e Tool Storage
o Clean and store gardening tools to prevent rusting. Keep
them in a dry and sheltered area for easy access in the

spring.

Next Steps

e Mulching
o Add alayer of mulch around trees and shrubs to insulate
the soil and protect roots from extreme temperatures.
o Clear leaves from garden beds, as matted leaves can
damage plants; chopped leaves can be returned to beds
as mulch

e Pest Control
o Check for signs of pests on plants. Apply dormant oil to
control overwintering pests like scale insects.

e Indoor Plants Care
o Pay attention to indoor plants. Adjust watering and
provide adequate light to ensure their well-being during
the darker winter months.
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